
 

People and relationships are central to ORA’s work, in New Zealand and internationally. This year 
ORA representatives have visited our international partners in Uganda, Kenya, Myanmar and 
Moldova. And we have been so encouraged!  

“When you encourage others, you in the process are encouraged because you're making a commitment and 
difference in that person's life. Encouragement really does make a difference.” - Zig Ziglar 

We have committed to a partnership with Noah and Ruth in Myanmar, and feel so privileged to get alongside them 
and the work they do with children from illiterate and drug-addicted families. Noah and Ruth are sacrificing so much 
to rescue and raise these children. Read more of their story over the page… 

Over the last few years ORA’s more established partners in Uganda, Kenya and Moldova have been finding the 
strengths they and their communities have to care for the vulnerable within their midst. This year has seen great 
breakthrough and we have been greatly encouraged.  

Our heart is to get alongside people and help them, but it is so easy to make cultural blunders, so we ask for feedback 
on how we interact with our partners. An example of the feedback we’ve received is from our Kenyan friends. They 
told us we always encourage them; we make them believe they can do things! When they struggled with changing 
rain patterns, they became discouraged, thinking we might be disappointed in them. But we surprised them by 
continuing to encourage and support them. Now they can see that one day they won’t need international donor 
funding to care for the children, pay the teachers and reach out into their community. A little tear escaped my eye 
and ran down my check when we were told this; because that’s the vision we in ORA have, to help people discover 
the capacity and strength THEY HAVE to look after their vulnerable children and families. 

We have spent a lot of time this year talking face to face and listening to project beneficiaries, communities and local 
leaders. We have received only positive feedback from them, and from those who govern and manage ORA’s 
international partners. The only requests… to do more… help more children and communities in the way we are… 

How encouraging is that! Read on, you’ll be encouraged too!  

Jan Barker 
ORA NZ Director 
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These bright-eyed children were earmarked to be sold, and then they were rescued. In their home 
town, one in every three boys is given to the ethnic army to become a child-soldier. An estimated 
26% of girls are sold across the Myanmar-China and Myanmar-Thailand borders, as house-
workers, sex slaves and underage labourers. The average age to be sold is 12 years old and sadly 
60% of victims die before they reach 17.1 

Why are these parents selling their children? Myanmar’s Shan State is the world’s second largest producer of illicit 
opium.2 The financial return from farming opium poppies is 17 times that of rice. The prevalence of opium has 
caused an over-proportion of drug addicts in Shan State. Many villagers are injecting opium, heroin and other 
drugs.2 Addicted farmers live life craving their next fix, creating an environment which is ripe picking for child-
traffickers. We heard unverified reports of 13-year-old girls selling for US$ 5,000. 

The situation is almost too horrible to think about. Watching from afar it can seem as though all hope is lost for 
these communities, but take heart, we have connected with a local couple who are making a big difference.  

Meet Noah and Ruth, who have been married for 13 years. Even before they met, Noah had wanted to work with 
people in Myanmar’s remote villages. A few years after their wedding the couple left their home town and 
integrated into one of Myanmar’s most undeveloped regions, in an area with no schools, no doctors, and where 
drugs and child-trafficking are rife. 

For five years Noah and Ruth lived in the village and pastored the people. Their hearts were moved as they saw 
first-hand the scores of children sent across the China border. Over time they developed a vision to bring these 
children into their own home and raise them themselves, giving them an education and moral foundation, then to 
send the children back to their villages as leaders who can bring change. 

So for the last five years, Noah and Ruth have been running a children’s home. They look after 38 children in a 
rented three-bedroom house and outdoor shed. They have based their home in a city centre which, though far 
from the children’s home villages, hosts both primary and secondary schools and medical treatment. They are 
raising up teachers who can return to their home villages to build schools, doctors who can establish medical 
clinics, and social workers who can nurture parents on the brink of selling their children. 

The children are happy. They look after each other and oh, how they love mama Ruth. The daily routine is strict, 
but playtime is long and full of laughter. Each Saturday they travel to the forest to collect firewood for cooking, 
bamboo shoots to eat, and frogs for dinner. 

Funding is a challenge for Noah and Ruth. Their home has survived on sporadic donations from local friends, only 
just covering the rent. Food is mostly foraged. Schooling is free, but with a student to teacher ratio of 150 to 1, the 
children are struggling to pass. Private tuition is the norm but this home can’t afford it. A few years ago, Noah sold 
his inheritance, a block of agricultural land, to continue looking after the children. That money is now running low. 

We have partnered with Noah and Ruth, on a journey to help them provide for the children in a sustainable way. 
 

References 
1.http://hdr.undp.org/sites/all/themes/hdr_theme/country-notes/MMR    2.UN report: “Opium cultivation rising in Burma”. BBC. 31 October 2012. Retrieved 10 June 2013. 
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De facto orphan is a concept we so rarely come across in our sheltered western lives. Our 
parents, for most of us, do their best to love and care for us, even if they don’t do it perfectly. 
Public stories of uncared for children make national media and these little ones are swiftly  
re-homed and taken in. The street children of Uganda, however, are largely a community of de 
facto orphans, abandoned by their parents, uncared for, alone, unsheltered by the state.  

“Lots of the street children aren’t true orphans, but their parents don’t care for them, so they 
end up in town.” – Lillian, Hope Social Worker  

Tessa was abandoned multiple times by her mother and largely ignored by an alcoholic father. The most 
attention she received was in times of abuse, her earliest memories those of regular beatings. Tessa was forced 
to help her father harvest drugs. If she refused, the violence escalated. One day when she was on the ground 
recovering from a severe beating, her father hit her head with a machete. The scar will be with her forever.   

Tessa was sent to live with her grandparents, a new village and a change of scenery. But the violence and abuse 
didn’t change. Her grandmother would get drunk on a regular basis and beat her. There was little food and no 
money for Tessa to attend school. One day, her mother came back to find her;  

“She put her hands on my neck and kicked me. I managed to run away and I hid inside a burnt 
house. There were lots of white insects there, they scared me.” – Tess.  

Tessa became completely isolated from her family. Scared and left to survive alone, Tessa began to harvest 
grass in the bush to make brooms to sell for food. People asked why she carried such a heavy load by herself, 
but no-one intervened. She found other children like her. They played in the dirt and foraged for food together.  

One day, Tessa was cooking some fish they had caught when a group of unknown adults approached her. The 
adults had little trouble persuading Tessa to go home with them. Hungry and desperate, she grabbed their 
hands and ran along willingly. When she arrived at their home, she was allowed to bathe. The adults gave Tessa 
tea and rice, even new clothes to wear!  

Fortunately for Tessa, these people were Hope’s social workers. However the story of her rescue highlights 
how easily this vulnerable child could have been taken in by traffickers.   

Today, Tessa is full of hope. She wants to become a nurse or a teacher and is very much enjoying school. The 
Hope team have engaged with her grandparents, encouraging a healthier lifestyle, in the hope that one day 
Tessa will be able to live with them in a loving, healthy family environment.  

“We were really struggling in life, but now we can see with our own eyes what God is doing… 
it really encourages us. Once the Hope family started meeting me personally, my life really 
changed” – Tessa’s grandmother  

Hope is able to work on the ground in Uganda to enact real change in people and communities. The story of 
Tessa is sadly one story of many. So many children living in vulnerable situations.  

“Defend the weak and the fatherless; uphold the cause of the poor and the oppressed.”  
 Psalm 82:3  

        PROTECTING LIVES / UGANDA 
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HOPE FOR EVERY CHILD 
 

Child at the centre  Social Business   Freedom from slavery 
CHANGING LIVES   TRANSFORMING LIVES  PROTECTING LIVES 

      We would love to hear from you! If you have any questions about ORA New Zealand 
      please send us an email, give us a call or post us some mail... 
 

      Email: info@oranewzealand.org    |    Phone: +64 7 843 2224 
      Post:   ORA New Zealand, PO Box 4318, Hamilton East, Hamilton 3247, New Zealand 
      NZ Charities Act Registration # CC24875     

      Council for International Development Code of Conduct Signatory 

    TRANSFORMING LIVES / KENYA and MOLDOVA 

FIVE YEARS ON… 
Communities need ideas and resources in order to generate their own income and to become self-
sufficient. In April we visited Moldova and Kenya, where we have been working alongside local 
partners for the last five years establishing social businesses. Businesses that are overcoming 
poverty, providing jobs, and funding locally run social projects with children and vulnerable people.  

Grain growing in Moldova 
MGA aims to bring long term, sustainable and replicable community development to poor communities throughout 
Moldova. MGA had a few difficult years to start, but has progressed over the last few years and significantly 
increased income from their grain growing harvest. MGA now funds some ORA Moldova social projects, including a 
sewing project, and transport and other assistance for child focused projects. MGA is also reversing the previous 
trend of able bodied adults leaving the rural village, with some men returning from Russia to their families in 
Moldova as there are careers for them in MGA.  

Feeding the children in Kenya 
William and the team at Chafisi orphanage and primary school in Kenya have a vision to educate and empower 
destitute children and their families. Half the children come from families who cannot afford to pay the school fees. 
For five years ORA New Zealand has been funding an agricultural social business growing local crops such as maize 
to feed these children.  
Chafisi has an amazing team with great vision, good project planning and implementation skills, and good 
communication and reporting skills. In April we were encouraged to hear how motivating our timely advice has 
been, and our continued support in the tough early years. Now the Chafisi team can see more clearly than ever that 
they can reach sustainability through this agricultural project, feeding the children, and in time paying teachers 
wages as well. We are very excited with the progress of food security for the children, and ongoing opportunities 
both with agriculture and other projects to see sustainability for the whole school and orphanage. 

Sandwiched between Romania 
and Ukraine, Moldova is one 
of the poorest countries in 
Europe, with its economy 
relying heavily on agriculture. 

Situated on the equator on 
Africa's east coast, Kenya’s 
ethnic diversity produces a 
vibrant culture. Droughts 
frequently put millions of 
people at risk. Poverty, high 
unemployment and HIV also 
cause challenges.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please indicate the HOMES OF LIFE gifts you would like:  
     Qty Total $ 
Ǐ Books for a child   $10 ____ _____ 

Ǐ Mosquito Net   $15 ____ _____ 

Ǐ Games e .g. soccer ball  $20 ____ _____ 

Ǐ Sheets and blanket  $25 ____ _____ 

Ǐ Medical Care  $50 ____ _____ 

Ǐ Feed one child for a month $50 ____ _____ 

Ǐ A breeding goat  $50 ____ _____ 

Ǐ School fees and books $80 ____ _____ 

Ǐ Clothes and shoes  $80 ____ _____ 

Ǐ Pay the carer  $100 ____ _____ 

     Total _____ 
I have paid by: 
Ǐ Cheque (enclosed)   

Ǐ Direct credit (ORA’s bank account details over page) 

Ǐ Please send me a gift card for each gift  
(Please fill in your contact details over page ) 

g ifts you Can Giv e 

HOMES OF LIFE  

HOMES OF LIFE gifts address specific needs within 
children’s homes in the Hope and ORA Uganda homes in  
Uganda, and The Living Waters home in Myanmar, 
equipping and supporting the homes and the children 
living in them. 
 

How HOME OF LIFE gifts work… 

1. You buy a gift and ORA gives it to a HOMES OF LIFE 
project in Uganda or Myanmar… 

2. We send you a card that you can personalise and give 
as a gift to your family member, friend or workmate… 

3. The card tells them you’ve found the perfect gift for 
them, a gift to transform the lives of children… 

 

Funds raised over the amount required for a HOMES OF LIFE gift 
category will be channelled into another HOMES OF LIFE project need. 
 

A full list of gifts is available at: www.oranewzealand.org 
 

ORA Uganda has 140 children in a rural child sponsorship program, giving these children 
education, basic health care and counselling, all with an emphasis on life application skills 
so the children grow up to be contributing members of their communities. Extra 
curriculum activities are provided and regular child focused events held. Most of these 
children live with extended family.   
The ORA Uganda base runs agricultural programs and has an office, staff 
accommodation, meeting house, children’s resource library and two residential care 
homes. Sponsored children most at risk live in the residential care homes. 
Working alongside extended families, local schools, vocational training institutes and 
communities, ORA also runs a successful microfinance program, along with child focused 
agricultural projects, and safe water projects in communities with no clean water supply. 
 

HOPE is rescuing, rehabilitating and repatriating children at risk of being trafficked while 
living on the streets of a small city in West Nile, Uganda. ORA New Zealand is partnering 
with HOPE as they give these children a home, love, education, health care, mentoring, 
and if at all possible reconciliation with their extended families. Read Tessa’s story in 
Protecting Lives / Uganda in this issue of Connect. 
 

Luku is a social business growing coffee and other crops in Uganda. Luku is also 
investigating other income generating activities, such as a university hostel, as they aim 
for local sustainability of the child focused programs of ORA Uganda and HOPE. 
 

Chafisi Kenya has a vision to educate and empower destitute children and their families. 
ORA focuses on the future self-sustainability of Chafisi including a market garden. Read 
more in Transforming Lives / Kenya in this issue of Connect.  
 

MGA Moldova currently has 400ha of leased land growing grain crops and employing 
local villagers. High unemployment, high alcoholism and high depopulation were at the 
centre of the chronic poverty of this community, but MGA is making a difference. Read 
more in Transforming Lives / Moldova in this issue of Connect. 
 

LOGOS Global Vision Bulgaria runs training schools, and works in orphanages spending 
quality time with the children, helping them with their needs and integration into society. 
They also undertake anti-trafficking education and support refugees. ORA supports 
LOGOS’s human trafficking prevention education program. 
 

Living Waters is a Children’s Home in Shan State Myanmar, providing a safe, loving 
environment and education for children at risk of being trafficked or exploited,  focusing 
on children from illiterate and drug-addicted families. Find more information in 
Protecting Lives / Myanmar in this issue of Connect. 
 

OUR INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS 



   

GIVE OR SPONSOR! 
You can make a one-off donation or give regularly to fuel ORA’s mission to bring HOPE TO EVERY 
CHILD. You can send us an undesignated donation to use where it’s most needed, or partially or fully 
fund any of these current needs. Every dollar will help change lives! 

¶ Sponsor a child in Uganda for $48/month 

¶ Sponsor a Children’s Home or Anti-Trafficking Work in Uganda, Myanmar, Moldova or Bulgaria 

¶ Give a one-off or regular undesignated donation and we will send where it is most needed 

¶ 2018 Agricultural self-sustainability projects goal $50,000 

¶ 2018 Educational programs goal $12,000 

¶ 2018 Water, sanitation and hygiene projects goal $30,000 

¶ 2018 Anti-trafficking programs goal $83,200 
Contact the ORA NZ office for information about any of these projects, regular giving or sponsorship. 
You can donate directly into ORA New Zealand’s bank account: ANZ 01-0370-0032261-01  
or by cheque with the response slip below.  
   

PRAY! 
Never underestimate the power your prayers can bring to God’s work worldwide. Your prayers for the 
children and workers of ORA are appreciated. Let us know if you’d like to receive regular prayer needs 
newsletters, or check out our monthly prayer calendar at www.oranewzealand.org 
 

CONNECT WITH ORA ONLINE 
Website: www.oranewzealand.org  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/oranewzealand 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR PARTNERING WITH US TO CHANGE LIVES!  

Ǐ Enclosed is my donation to ORA $_______ 

Ǐ I have direct credited ORA NZ’s account $_______   

Ǐ I have started an AP into ORA NZ’s account $_______  

ORA New Zealand’s bank account: 01 0370 0032261 01 

Please designate my donation to: 

______________________________________________ 
Should the funds raised exceed the amount required for the project, or if there are 
changes in circumstances beyond ORA’s control which limit its ability to utilise all funds 
in the affected areas, ORA will direct donations to a similar ORA project. 

Ǐ I would like to sponsor a child/project. Please send more info 

Ǐ I want to buy a HOMES OF LIFE gift - See over page for more info 

Ǐ Please send me ORA’s CONNECT via email 
Please include your email address. 

Ǐ I commit to pray for ORA worldwide- please contact me 
Please let us know how your heart is touched. We value your feedback. 

Ǐ Please unsubscribe / do not subscribe me to mailing list 
 

 

Name:  ______________________________________ 

Phone:  ______________________________________ 

Email: ______________________________________ 

Address:  ______________________________________ 

 ______________________________________ 

 ______________________________________ 
  

ORA New Zealand, PO Box 4318, Hamilton 3247, New Zealand 
Phone: +64 7 843 2224 
Email: info@oranewzealand.org  
www.oranewzealand.org 

You can email us these details if you want to save on postage! 

NZ Charities Commission Registration #CC24875     Ref: CONNECT1217 

 

We take seriously our responsibility to see that your donation is used effectively and efficiently. We receive six monthly reports from 
international partners, and visit to ensure projects are well managed and sustainable. At least 90% of your donation goes to project expenses; up 
to 10% is levied for administration, advocacy and promotional costs in New Zealand. If designated funds donated exceed what is required for a 
project, or there are changes in circumstances beyond ORA’s control which limit its ability to utilise all funds in the affected areas, ORA will direct 
donations to a similar ORA project. 

    HOW CAN YOU HELP? 
 

http://www.oranewzealand.org/
http://www.facebook.com/oranewzealand

